The district contains several petty chieftainships, which yield no
revenue, and it embraces a large portion of the mountainous tracts
known as Khondistan, and the valley of Chocapaud, from none of
which is any revenue derived.
The Ooria language prevails in the northern part of the district, as
far south as Itchapore, In the southern division, the Teloogoo prevails.
The Khonds have a language peculiar to themselves, which has lately
been reduced to writing-, by Captain J. P, Fryo of the Madras N". I.
Tho ancient Zemindars are a proud, ignorant, and sensual race of
men. They, for the most part, trace their pedigree to a fabulous origin,
and are really descended from the family of the Hajahs of Jugganauth,
or their followers. They maintain largo numbers of armed retainers.
In tho ancient Zemindaries, and in Goomsoor, Sooradah, Mohcrry
and the Proprietary estates of Aska, Coomany, and Coorlah, and all tho
Hill Tractn, tho regular adminlytrution of tho revenue and judicial
laws, is suspended by Act XXIV. of 1839, tho Collector being vested
with peculiar powers, for tlio administration of justice, and the collec-
tion of revenue, as Agent to tho GovciTLor of Fort St. George, in the
Tracts above specified.
Out of tho 9,20,930 inhabitants, (vide preceding page) about 4$
lacs are Oorias. A great many of flic Ooria Braiuins obtain their
livelihood as cultivators, Brunium of this wcct also trade, and follow
the occupations of brickmalcers, bricklayers, &c.
Tho country of tho Khonds which has acquired a melancholy cele-
brity from being tho scone of human sacrifices (Mcriahs) and infanti-
cide, lies between the Mahanuddy on tho north, and tho Godavory on
tho south. Tho inhuman practices of these barbarous people have at
length been put an end to, after several years exertions on tho part of
CoL Campbell and Captain McViccar.
Tho general appearance of the Ganjam district is
Aspect,               an extensive fertile plain extending from tho sea to
the "Western Ghauts separating it from Bbhar. To-
wards the north this chain of Ghauts curves to tho east and ap-
proaches the sea.
Tho rivers and lakes of Ganjam are, Ganjam or Re-
sheegoolea river, Chicacole river, Yunshadarah, Mahan,-
clraghcrry, Ttuioyh, Bahodu, Sonapoor, Pcdduir,